The progressive evolution of the science and practice of public hygiene in the United Kingdom is evidently in relation with our municipal and political institutions. It is manifest that a more effective provision for a better sanitary condition of our towns and villages will depend in a great degree upon the amount of hygienic knowledge possessed by those of the middle class to whom legislation and the local government of the people is confided. When we consider the sad proof of the total ignorance in which these functionaries are now placed, as displayed by the recent debates on the Health of Towns' Bill, the prospect thus afforded of hygienic measures seems gloomy. Municipal authorities are proverbially immersed in a mediocre stupidity. The more enlightened members are overborne by the more astute, who find it to answer their purpose better to represent the selfish cupidity of their constituents?the holders of property, and especially small property?than to take steps for the amelioration of the condition of the large population intrusted to their care. Hence we find an especial reluctance on the part of municipal authorities to lay out money for the better sewerage and cleansing of the streets; to the regulation of lodging-houses ; to prevent the sub-letting of tenements; to interfere with slaughter-houses, or manure-heaps, or to supervise manufactories that are nuisances, either from the smoke or deleterious emanations they emit, the [April, knackery, it is first tied to a stake, and a knife is plunged into the thorax. The blood is carefully collected, and as soon as the animal is dead of the hemorrhage caused by dividing the large vessels, it is skinned, dismembered, and the flesh cut into large slices is put into a caldron and boiled for twelve or fifteen hours. The boiler contains a liquid mass, after removing the solid parts, consisting of three layers?fat, a gelatinous fluid, and a deposit of blood and organic remains. Every portion of the animal is applied to some useful purpose. The skin is worth from 9 to 15 francs ; the hairs of the mane and tail sell for from 10 to 30 centimes.
The blood is used by sugar-refiners, or is given to poultry and pigs; it is worth from 2 to 3 francs. The fat is often worth as much as 25 francs, or iCl. The flesh is eaten at Paris very generally ; the knackers never taste any other, and they are quite careless whether the horseflesh they eat is brought to the yard alive or dead, or of what disease it died ! The viscera sell, the hoofs sell, the nails and shoes sell, the dung in the large intestines sells ; altogether, a horse that is sold to the knackers for 10 or 15 francs will bring from GO to 100. We here terminate an imperfect notice of this interesting work ; those interested in the current questions of public hygiene will find much information in it; they will also learn how much has to be done before many of the preventible causes of diseases can be i-emoved, or even seriously modified.
